Theophany Readings

Old Testament Readings

Priest: Wisdom!

Reader: The reading from Genesis.
Priest: Let us attend!

(The same format is used for introducing throughout.)

Reader: (Genesis 1:1-13) In the beginning when God created the
heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of
the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. And
God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God said,
"Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the
waters from the waters." So God made the dome and separated the waters
that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And
it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was
morning, the second day. And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be
gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was
so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said,
"Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it." And it was so. The
earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it
was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.



Reader: (Exodus 14:15-29) Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why do
you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your
staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the
Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts
of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory
for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot
drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have
gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers."
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them
and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the
army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up
the night; one did not come near the other all night. Then Moses stretched
out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were
divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians
pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots,
and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire
and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian
army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with
difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD
is fighting for them against Egypt." Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch
out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." So Moses stretched out
his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As
the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea.
The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the
entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of
them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea,
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

Reader: (Exodus 15:22 - 16:2) Then Moses ordered Israel to set out
from the Red Sea, and they went into the wilderness of Shur. They went
three days in the wilderness and found no water. When they came to
Marah, they could not drink the water of Marah because it was bitter. That
is why it was called Marah. And the people complained against Moses,
saying, "What shall we drink?" He cried out to the LORD; and the LORD
showed him a piece of wood; he threw it into the water, and the water
became sweet. There the LORD made for them a statute and an ordinance



and there he put them to the test. He said, "If you will listen carefully to
the voice of the LORD your God, and do what is right in his sight, and give
heed to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will not bring upon
you any of the diseases that I brought upon the Egyptians; for I am the
LORD who heals you." Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve
springs of water and seventy palm trees; and they camped there by the
water. The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim; and
Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on
the fifteenth day of the second month after they had departed from the
land of Egypt.
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Tone 5

You Who have created the world

Are made manifest in the world,

To give light to those who sit in darkness.///
Glory to You, Who love mankind!

God be merciful to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine
upon us, and have mercy on us.

Refrain

That Your way may be known upon the earth, Your salvation
among all nations.

Refrain

Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise
You! The earth has yielded its fruits.

Refrain

May God, our God, bless us; may God bless us; and let all the
ends of the earth fear Him.

Refrain

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.



Choir: Tone 5
You Who have created the world
Are made manifest in the world,
To give light to those who sit in darkness.///
Glory to You, Who love mankind!

Reader: (Joshua 3:7 - 17) The LORD said to Joshua, "This day I will
begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, so that they may know that 1
will be with you as I was with Moses. You are the one who shall
command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, 'When you come to
the edge of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan."
Joshua then said to the Israelites, "Draw near and hear the words of the
LORD your God." Joshua said, "By this you shall know that among you is
the living God who without fail will drive out from before you the
Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and
Jebusites: the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is going to
pass before you into the Jordan. So now select twelve men from the tribes
of Israel, one from each tribe. When the soles of the feet of the priests who
bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of the
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan flowing from above shall be cut off; they
shall stand in a single heap." When the people set out from their tents to
cross over the Jordan, the priests bearing the ark of the covenant were in
front of the people. Now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the
time of harvest. So when those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan,
and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the edge of the
water, the waters flowing from above stood still, rising up in a single heap
far off at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, while those flowing
toward the sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea, were wholly cut off. Then the
people crossed over opposite Jericho. While all Israel were crossing over
on dry ground, the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD
stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, until the entire nation
finished crossing over the Jordan.

Reader: (2 Kings 2:6-14) Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the
LORD has sent me to the Jordan." But he said, "As the LORD lives, and as
you yourself live, I will not leave you." So the two of them went on. Fifty
men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance
from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the
one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.



When they had crossed, Eljjah said to Elisha, "Tell me what I may do for
you, before I am taken from you." Elisha said, "Please let me inherit a
double share of your spirit." He responded, "You have asked a hard thing;
yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if
not, it will not." As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, "Father,
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" But when he could no
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back
and stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had
fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, "Where is the LORD, the
God of Elijah?" When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the
one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.

Reader: (2 Kings 5:9-14) So Naaman came with his horses and chariots,
and halted at the entrance of Elisha's house. Elisha sent a messenger to
him, saying, "Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be
restored and you shall be clean." But Naaman became angry and went
away, saying, "I thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand
and call on the name of the LORD his God, and would wave his hand over
the spot, and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them,
and be clean?" He turned and went away in a rage. But his servants
approached and said to him, "Father, if the prophet had commanded you
to do something difficult, would you not have done it? How much more,
when all he said to you was, 'Wash, and be clean'?" So he went down and
immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the
man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he
was clean.
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Lord I Call Tone 6

In the abundance of Your mercy

You made manifest to sinners and publicans,
O our Saviour.

Where indeed should Your light have shone,
Except upon those

Who sit in darkness?///

Glory to You!

The Lord is King; He is robed in majesty! The Lord is robed;
He is girded with strength.

Refrain

The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up
their voice; the floods lift up their waves at the voice of many
waters.

Refrain

Wonderful are the mighty waves of the sea; wonderful is the
Lord on high; Your decrees are worthy of trust indeed.

Refrain
Holiness befits Your house, O Lord, forevermore.
Refrain

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

In the abundance of Your mercy

You made manifest to sinners and publicans,
O our Saviour.

Where indeed should Your light have shone,
Except upon those

Who sit in darkness?///

Glory to You!



Prokeimenon in Tone 3
The Lord is my light and my Salvation / whom shall I fear?
v. The Lord is the defender of my life! Of whom shall I be afraid?

Epistle Reading: I Corinthians 9: 19-27

For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all,
so that I might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order
to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law
(though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under
the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though
I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law) so that I might
win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so that I might win
the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means
save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its
blessings. Do you not know that in a race the runners all compete, but
only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win it.
Athletes exercise self-control in all things; they do it to receive a perishable
crown, but we for an imperishable one. So I do not run aimlessly, nor do I
box as though beating the air; but I punish my body and enslave it, so that
after proclaiming to others I myself should not be disqualified.

Alleluia
v. My heart pours forth with a good word; I speak of my works to the King.
v. You are more comely with a beauty more than the sons of men.



